
Making Forest of Bliss
Intention, Circumstance, and Chance in Nonfiction Film
Robert Gardner and Ákos Östör
Making Forest of Bliss, the first in Harvard Film Archive’s series 
“Voices and Visions in Film,” presents a dialogue between Gardner 
and his colleague anthropologist Ákos Östör, illustrated with more 
than 150 images captured from the film. 
153 color illustrations, 1 DVD  •  136 pages 
available in paperback  •  $49.95

Michael Rockefeller
New Guinea Photographs, 1961
Kevin Bubriski
Foreword by Robert Gardner
Photographs by Michael Rockefeller
From April to August 1961, recent Harvard graduate Michael 
Clark Rockefeller was sound recordist and still photographer on 
a remarkable multidisciplinary expedition to the Dani people 
of highland New Guinea. In five short months he produced a 
wonderful body of work, including over 4,000 black-and-white 
negatives. In a Foreword, Robert Gardner provides a personal 
recollection of Michael Rockefeller’s experience in the New Guinea 
highlands.
80 duotone photographs  •  96 pages
available in paperback  •  $29.95

Making Dead Birds
Chronicle of a Film
Robert Gardner
Foreword by Phillip Lopate
“This revealing text is a serious addition to written and visual 
publications about Dani encounters, and it leaves the reader 
wishing for more.”
—Steven Feld, editor-translator of Jean Rouch: Cine-Ethnography

“Robert Gardner returns cinema to its most primal and far-reaching 
task and mission: discovering the world.”
—Tom Gunning, author of The Films of Fritz Lang: Allegories of  
  Vision and Modernity
65 photographs  •  160 pages
new in paperback  •  $35.00
 
 

The Impulse to Preserve
Reflections of a Filmmaker
Robert Gardner
Foreword by Charles Simic
“This collection of essays, meditations, edited journal entries, and 
photographs describes the career of a notable anthropologist 
and filmmaker. Taken as a whole, it weaves a story that has much 
more to do with art than with any of the sociological disciplines. A 
fascinating, indeed spellbinding journey of the mind and heart.”
—Tracy Kidder, author of Mountains Beyond Mountains
500 photographs  •  384 pages
available in cloth  •  $55.00

Rober t Gardner

Robert Gardner is an Associate of the Harvard Department of Visual and Environmental Studies, 
Founding Director of the Harvard Film Study Center, and Former Director of the  

Harvard University Carpenter Center.
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